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AB 481 “Military Equipment” versus “1033 Program”

The “Military Equipment Inventory” document, published by the Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Office, contains an itemization of the equipment utilized by the office, which falls under the 
requirements of Assembly Bill 481.  The table of contents that precedes the itemization is taken 
directly from the language of AB 481, Section 7070.  Although an item may be listed in this table 
of contents, the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office may not necessarily be in possession of those 
items.  Those items specifically utilized by the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office will be detailed in the 
body of the inventory.

The “Military Equipment Inventory” contains some items that are commercially available to the 
public, and is not solely inclusive of items obtained from the Department of Defense as part of 
the “1033 Program.”

The “1033 Program” is described as follows:

In the National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal years 1990 and 1991, Congress authorized 
the transfer of excess Department of Defense property to federal, state and local law 
enforcement agencies. Congress later passed the NDAA for fiscal year 1997, which allows law 
enforcement agencies to acquire property for bona fide law enforcement purposes – particularly 
those associated with counter-drug and counter-terrorism activities. The program has been 
named in the press and elsewhere as the “1033 Program,” which refers to the numbered section 
of the 1997 NDAA that granted permanent authority to the Secretary of Defense to transfer 
defense material to federal, state and local law enforcement agencies.

-Defense Logistics Agency Website
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AB 481 “Military Equipment” Use and Justification

 

 Autel EVO II 640T (RCPD)
 Autel EVOII 6000 (SSO)
 Autel EVO II Dual (RCPD)
 DJI Inspire 1
 DJI Matrice 200
 DJI Matrice 600
 DJI Mavic 2 Enterprise Dual
 DJI Mavic 2 Enterprise Zoom
 DJI Mavic 2 Professional
 DJI Mavic Advanced
 DJI Mini 2
 DJI Phantom 3 Professional
 DJI Phantom 4 Professional

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes a variety of unmanned aerial systems (drones) dependent on the 
situation and environment.  The largest UAS is the DJI Matrice 600.  This is a six motor system that is 
capable of carrying heavier cameras and can also be utilized as a drop system for items such as life vests, 
food and water.  This craft is also used for high risk search warrants, due to its ability to be 
approximately 1000 yards away from the subject structure and keep over watch for people trying to flee 
the structure or throw out evidence, guns and drugs.

The various other models are used dependent on the environment.  Some are better utilized during low 
light situations, some are better in higher winds. The DJI Phantom series contain superior sensors 
(cameras) that are used for accident and crime scene investigations and reconstruction. The DJI Mini 
UAS are small and light, so they are used during high risk search warrants to fly into a structure to clear 
an area before we send members of our SWAT team in, thereby increasing officer safety and reducing 
the risk of a use of force encounter with a sequestered suspect(s).

Frequency of Use:

DJI Matrice 600: Two (2) to three (3) times per year.

DJI Phantom 3 and 4 Professional: Ten (10) to twenty (20) times per year.

All other UAS models: 400-1000 times per year.

Justification:

The wide variety of UAS utilized by the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office augment the Air Operations detail.  
They provide an aerial perspective that is directly viewable by Incident Commanders and Tactical 
Commanders during critical incidents and high risk events.  Because of these UAS, commanders are able 
to make split second decisions that keep officers and surrounding citizens safe, as well as reducing the 
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risk of a use of force encounter with a sequestered suspect(s).  There are multiple examples of UAS 
being deployed in this manner, here are several:

 After a high speed pursuit of a wanted subject, he abruptly stopped his vehicle in the roadway 
and remained in his vehicle.  After numerous announcements to the driver to exit his vehicle 
were not successful, a UAS was able to see, and relay back to the Incident Commander, that the 
subject had a handgun and rifle on the passenger seat next to him.  The view from the UAS 
provided important situational awareness and prompted a more calculated and appropriate 
response, subsequently resulting in the suspects surrender without a use of force.

 While serving a high risk search warrant on a drug house, the UAS captured several subjects 
running out of the house and over a back fence.  The UAS was able to maintain visual on these 
subjects as they fled into a field.  The UAS, was also able to give surrender instructions in 
Spanish, which the subjects eventually followed and were detained without incident.

 While serving a high risk search warrant, the UAS was able to see the subjects throwing a 
handgun into the neighboring yard.  Due to this, we were able to retrieve the handgun, when 
safe to do so.  This prevented the possibility of the handgun making it into the hands of another 
adult or child.

 A UAS was called in by the Marine Enforcement Bureau to successfully locate a subject that had 
succumbed to a drowning on the American River.  The subject was quickly found and identified 
by the UAS.

The UAS have proven to be safe and effective tools that offer a better perspective during dangerous 
events.  Although they are not used to replace the helicopters during such events as pursuits or normal 
patrol, they do offer a more cost effective alternative for daily incidents and high risk events, which do 
not necessitate the need to send humans into a situation that could harm or kill them, and significantly 
reduce the risk of a use of force encounter with a sequestered suspect(s). 

 1980 Dodge Armored Car “Peacekeeper” – DECOMMISIONED
 1985 AM General Corporation Dump Truck- DECOMMINISHIONING in Progress
 Lenco Bearcat Model G2
 ROOK Tactical Tractor

Frequency of Use:

ROOK: Five (5) to six (6) times a month
Lenco Bearcat: Ten (10) to twenty (20) times a month

Justification:



                                                                                                                                                                Attachment 4

Should the Lenco Bearcat or Rook be removed from the current inventory, the ability to safely rescue, 
evacuate, and extricate civilians and law enforcement personnel from high risk situations would be 
severely compromised and place the public, law enforcement, and the suspect(s) in an immediate 
higher degree of danger. In the instance in which there exists an active gun battle involving suspect(s) 
weapons such as high power rifles and high power handgun ammunition, or there exists a very high 
probability of the potential of an armed conflict occurring, normal  “hard cover” such as standard patrol 
vehicles, body armor, helmets, portable shields, and even masonry or wood items, would not provide 
the adequate ballistic protection to safely evacuate and rescue civilians and public safety personnel from 
such an incident. This would effectively decrease the ability of law enforcement to provide lifesaving, 
harm reduction measures to the public and their own personnel, while at the same time increasing the 
risk to the suspect(s). 

These incidents may include, but are not limited to: 

 Incidents of school violence, violence occurring in the workplace or in public venues, barricaded 
subjects or “high risk” warrant service of wanted subjects within residential neighborhoods, or 
in the rescue of down public safety/peace officer personnel, as was the tragic case in the rescue 
of SPD Officer Tara O’Sullivan, which was made possible solely due to the utilization of the Lenco 
Bearcat.

Additionally, the utilization of the Lenco Bearcat and associated armored vehicles, provides a means of 
de-escalation and safety to the suspect(s) in that the responding tactical and negotiations personnel are 
able to remove first responding patrol personnel, conduct up close negotiations, and slow down the 
tempo of a tactical incident to effect a positive and safe resolution through time, teamwork, and 
negotiations. This is due to the fact that personnel who are lesser trained, improperly equipped, and 
with less ballistic protection are removed from the inner scene, thereby reducing the imminent threat to 
law enforcement personnel posed by the suspect, and subsequently reducing the potential for deadly 
force to be used toward or upon the suspect(s).

 PackBot 510
 Remote Andros F6-A
 Qinetic Dragon Runner Robot
 Robotex Avatar Tactical Robot

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office Explosive Ordnance Disposal Team (EOD) uses a variety of unmanned 
robotic platforms to accomplish its mission.  The type of robot often depends on the environment and 
task.  Best practices dictate that a robot be used in place of a person, if practical, when working on an 
explosive device or suspected explosive device. Robots are also utilized to support tactical missions. 
They can safely deliver phones, food, establish communication, or provide an observation platform.

The largest and most frequently used robot is the Remotec Andros F6A. This is a large, robust robot with 
five cameras capable of climbing stairs and manipulating heavy objects. It has two Percussion Actuated 
Non-Electric Disruptors which are used to render explosive devices safe. 
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The various other robots are used depending on the task and environment. Some are faster and capable 
of climbing over debris. Some are smaller or have different types of cameras that may be more suitable 
to a particular environment. The Dragonrunner is a small and fast robot compared to the Andros. It can 
go places the larger robot cannot, such as under cars to search for or examine explosive devices.

Frequency of Use:

Remotec Andros F6A Robot: 30-40 times per year

PackBot 510: 5 times per year

Qinetic Dragonrunner Robot: 10-20 times per year

Robotex Avatar Tactical Robot: 10-15 times per year

Justification:

Robots are used in place of a person when practical to safely accomplish a task without putting a person 
in harm’s way. They can open doors, look at things, manipulate or move items. They can deliver 
equipment, provide communication, and aid in de-escalation.  Often the only alternative to using a 
robot is to put an officer or bomb technician, or tactical personnel, in great jeopardy to accomplish a 
task that could be safely performed with a robot.

 Detonating Cord
 Blasting Cap

A blasting cap is a small, sensitive primary explosive device generally used to detonate a larger, more 
powerful and less sensitive secondary explosive such as PETN.

Detonating cord is a thin flexible tube containing a secondary explosive like PETN. In energetic 
breaching, detonating cord is used to craft categorized charges to defeat specific targets like doors, 
windows, or walls.

Detonating cord and blasting caps are commercial explosive products that can be used to craft energetic 
breaching charges. These charges may only be used by specially trained Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
(EOD) and Special Enforcement Detail (SED) team members to safely gain entry into a structure.  
Energetic breaching is only used in extreme circumstances such as a hostage rescue or active shooter 
scenario. 

Frequency of Use:

Specially trained EOD and SED team members train in energetic breaching at least twice a year. 
Operationally, energetic breaching is used in extreme circumstances like the 2010 Arden Way hostage 
crisis. 

-Used twice operationally in the last 12 years.
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Justification:

Energetic breaching is used in extreme circumstances when there is either no alternative or no desirable 
alternative to safely gain entry into a structure. It may also be used as a distraction or a means of gaining 
an alternate entry point when it is reasonably safe to do so. Energetic breaching requires specially 
trained EOD Bomb Technicians or SED Breachers. Energetic breaching may only occur with the 
authorization of an Incident Commander, Tactical Commander, primarily in exigent, life-threatening 
circumstances when deadly force would be authorized.

An example of a situation that could require an energetic breach would be an active shooter who must 
be engaged immediately, but is inside a reinforced structure that cannot be quickly, effectively, or safely 
breached in any other manner, as was the case for the use of energetic breaching in the Las Vegas Route 
91 shooting incident in which it was the only means tactical personnel were able to force entry into the 
suspects hotel room. Energetic breaching is frequently utilized by tactical teams on exigent events, such 
as active shooter incidents and hostage taking events, where it is unsafe or would be ineffective to 
utilize law enforcement personnel to conduct the necessary breach.   Locally, energetic breaching was 
utilized during the 2010, three (3) day hostage situation on Arden Way, which led to the successful 
rescue of the 18 month old hostage. 

 1992 AM General Hummer H1
 2001 AM General Hummer Humvee

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office possesses two “Hummer” vehicles for community interaction and 
engagement.  One is currently utilized by the Sheriff’s Youth Services Unit, the other by the Sheriff’s K9 
detail.  Both units are brightly painted, with show lights, stereo systems and gaming consoles.  They are 
displayed at the Unity in the Community events, as well as various other events that allow the public, 
primarily the youth, to interact with them. 

Frequency of Use:

Four (4) to six (6) times per year.

Justification:

The outfitted Hummer vehicles are always popular with the public.  They provide an opportunity for the 
Sacramento Sheriff’s Office to interact with the youth in a manner that has proven favorable to a 
majority of kids.  They are also a great way to answer general questions about law enforcement, and 
potentially recruit future generations to the profession.

Due to the very unique composition of these vehicles, in addition to the positive image that they 
portray, a substitute vehicle would likely not have the same effect. 
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 Mobile Booking/Mobile Command Vehicle

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office possesses a 52 foot tractor trailer that is currently being utilized as a 
mobile booking vehicle.  This trailer provides an opportunity to process arrestees in the field during 
instances of large scale operations.  Persons that have been arrested are allowed to sit in the climate 
controlled trailer as their arrest paperwork is being completed, rather than being transported to the 
Main Jail for the same process, which drastically reduces the wait time for intake processing at the Main 
Jail.  Most of the persons arrested can then be released at the scene with a promise to appear in court. 

Frequency of Use:

Once every 5 years.

Justification:

This mobile booking trailer provides a comfortable and climate controlled environment for those being 
arrested during a large scale incident.  The alternative would be to have them out in the elements during 
the process, or transported to the Main Jail, where they would eventually be released in a potentially 
unfamiliar environment. Additionally, the ability to process arrested persons outside of the Main Jail 
allows patrol personnel to return to handling calls for service in a much more expeditious manner. 

 NOMAD Tactical Communications Vehicle (TCV)

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office possesses a “NOMAD” Tactical Communications vehicle, utilized by 
specially trained “Tactical Dispatchers” during large scale operations.  This vehicle is configured with 
interoperable voice, video and data capabilities that allow consistency of service for dispatch and 
intelligence in the field, in a climate controlled and quiet environment.  This vehicle is delivered to 
protracted critical incidents such as hostage situations, active shootings and large natural disasters. The 
NOMAD provides the opportunity for the Incident and Tactical Commanders to be face to face with the 
dispatchers for immediate information exchange and greater situational awareness.

Frequency of Use:

Ten (10) to (20) times per year.

Justification:

The NOMAD provides the Incident Commander and Tactical Commander the opportunity to have 
immediate access to intelligence and dispatchers, which play a monumental role in the successful and 
safe resolution of large scale incidents.  These incidents often require numerous items of equipment and 
multiple personnel.  The NOMAD is the central command of these various resources, in a self-contained 
vehicle. Without the NOMAD, command personnel, intelligence gatherers, and dispatchers would be 
required to work out of the back of various vehicles, folding tables, and/or pop-up tents with minimal 
amounts of privacy and many more distractions being present. 
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 Precision .50 Caliber Rifle

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes a variety of firearms dependent on the situation, environment, 
and capabilities of the firearm.  The Sheriff’s Office utilizes the Barret M821A1 .50 caliber rifle as a 
mission dependent precision rifle.  This rifle is semi-automatic and equipped with a magnified optic.  The 
Barret M821A1 was designed to be an extremely accurate rifle capable of precise short and extremely 
long range firing solutions.  This rifle was built similar to an AR-10 platform to detailed specifications 
allowing for consistency and accuracy.  This platform is similar to an AR-15/ M4 platform which allows 
for operator familiarity.  The Barret M821A1 semi-automatic capability allows for faster acquisition and 
follow up observation or follow up firing solutions which enables officers to ensure the safety of citizens 
and victims.

The Barret M821A1 is deployed by specifically trained snipers/ observers among the Special 
Enforcement Detail for high risk incidents, to include, but not limited to; high risk search warrant service, 
open area or rural operations, and hostage rescue.  Specified officers train with these firearms quarterly.  
There are other similar firearms available, however, after rigorous testing by SED officers, it was 
determined the Barret M821A1 best fit the needs of the officers and maintains a reliable and familiar 
platform.  The .50 caliber ammunition is a high powered ammunition.  This rifle may be deployed when 
the capabilities of the Daniel Defense M4 and the Seekins SP-10M do not meet the specifications 
needed to provide adequate protection.  It may also be utilized to provide a firing solution that the other 
rifles are not capable of.  (see .50 caliber ammunition)

Frequency of Use:

Barret M821A1 / Training:  Once per quarter (approximately 14 rounds per quarter).

Barret M821A1 / Deployment:  One (1) to five (5) times per year.

Justification:

The Barret M821A1 is a high powered rifle deployed by specifically trained SED sniper/ observers.  This 
rifle may be utilized to provide observation or to provide firing solutions during critical incidents when 
no other means/ resources are available or as necessary.  This rifle can provide highly accurate firing 
solutions capable of debilitating engine blocks in vehicles (big rigs attempting to crash into the Capitol 
building or mass casualty vehicle vs. pedestrian incidents).  This rifle may also be used to break through 
hardened barriers where other rifles and/ or ammunition are not powerful enough to penetrate, such 
as; bank teller glass during hostage incidents, engine blocks, or other thick metal.

There have been several successful deployments of .50 caliber rifles in tactical events across the nation. 
Most notably in Dallas, Texas, in which the .50 caliber rifle was used to engage a suspect in an armored 
vehicle filled with explosives, and in another incident in which a stolen big rig was disabled after being 
used on a “runaway” highway crime spree in which numerous innocent civilians were injured. Neither of 
these incidents would have been resolved through the use of a lower caliber rifle and ammunition.
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 Hornady A-Max Match 750 Grain 50 BMG Ammunition

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes a variety of firearm ammunition dependent on the situation, 
environment, and capabilities of the ammunition.  The Sheriff’s Office utilizes the Hornady A-Max Match 
750 grain 50 BMG rifle ammunition as the primary ammunition for the Barret M82A1 .50 caliber 
precision rifle.  This ammunition is designed specifically for .50 caliber precision rifle.  Hornady A-Max is 
made of carefully selected components to ensure uniformity, then loaded to exacting specifications to 
provide pinpoint accuracy. Each cartridge is loaded with either Hornady A-MAX bullets, our high-
performance boattail hollow points, or the new, radically superior ELD Match bullets. Stringent quality 
control ensures proper bullet seating, consistent charges and pressures, optimal velocity, consistent 
overall length and repeatable accuracy, ensuring the safety of citizens and victims.

Hornady A-Max Match 750 grain 50 BMG rifle ammunition is deployed by SED sniper/ observers in 
conjunction with Barret M82A1 .50 caliber precision rifle.  This round is a match grade ammunition 
capable of extreme accuracy over short and extremely long range distances.  This ammunition may be 
utilized to penetrate heavy barriers, such as; multi- laminated glass, concrete, heavy duty windshields, 
large engine blocks, and other ballistic barriers.

Frequency of Use:

Hornady A-Max Match 750 grain 50 BMG rifle ammunition / Training:  Once per quarter (approximately 
14 rounds per quarter).

Hornady A-Max Match 750 grain 50 BMG rifle ammunition / Deployment:  One (1) to five (5) times per 
year.

Justification:

The Hornady A-Max Match 750 grain 50 BMG rifle ammunition is a high powered rifle ammunition 
deployed in conjunction with the Barret M82A1 by specifically trained SED sniper/ observers.  This rifle 
and ammunition may be utilized to provide observation or to provide firing solutions during critical 
incidents when no other means/ resources are available or as necessary.  This ammunition can provide 
highly accurate firing solutions capable of debilitating large engine blocks in vehicles as well defeat 
heavy ballistic barriers. This ammunition may also be used to break through hardened barriers where 
other rifles and/ or ammunition are not powerful enough to penetrate, such as; bank teller glass during 
hostage incidents, engine blocks, or other thick metal.

 Colt LE6946CQB
 Daniel Defense DDM4

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office Special Enforcement Detail (SWAT team) utilizes two (2) rifles. The first 
was a Colt LE6946CQB that was approx. twelve (12) years old and at the end of its serviceable life. While 
it still remains on the inventory roster, it has been replaced by a Daniel Defense DDM4. The Daniel 
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Defense M4 is a select fire, magazine fed rifle that is chambered in .223cal/5.56mm; which is the 
national industry standard for law enforcement rifle ammunition. 

The DDM4 was selected after an exhaustive testing process pertaining to function, capabilities and 
longevity over other manufactures whose rifles did not meet the stringent standards that the Special 
Enforcement Detail requires for weapons selection.  Additionally, this style/type of rifle with a shorter 
barrel is the current industry standard for law enforcement tactical teams at a federal and local level. 

There are other manufactures that produce various types of shoulder fired weapons in a similar caliber 
but they do not have the features/capabilities needed by a tactical team nor have they been deemed 
reliable over an extended period of time or under harsh use and conditions.

Frequency of Use:

Carried daily by all SED personnel

Deployed/carried on tactical events - approx. 200 times per year

Justification:

The Daniel Defense M4 provides SED/SWAT team members the ability to provide citizens, victims and 
officers a higher level of protection/defense against a violent subject who is currently armed with a 
firearm.   There are multiple examples of this, here are a few:

 June 19, 2019 SPD Officer Tara O’Sullivan was responding to a domestic violence call for service 
when she was shot by male subject inside the dispatched address. Members of SED arrived on 
scene and deployed with their issued Colt M4 rifles. The use of the M4 rifles allowed SED 
personnel to maintain a greater distance away from the residence that the suspect was shooting 
from and avoid great bodily injury or death. Had the team members only been armed with 
handguns then they would have been positioned much closer to the residence therefore 
increasing the chances of being injured in the line of duty.    

 A wanted suspect had barricaded himself inside of a mobile home and refused to exit. The 
suspect then began brandishing a firearm and crossbow at SED personnel. SED personnel set-up 
around the residence with their Daniel Defense M4’s and were able to maintain a safe distance 
due to the capabilities of the M4 weapons. Ultimately, when all other means of gaining the 
suspects compliance had been exhausted, the members of SED conducted an entry into the 
residence where the suspect was barricaded (small, cluttered mobile home) and maneuvered 
into a position to safely take the suspect into custody. The features of the M4 (short barrel) 
allowed the SED team to safely and quietly move into a position to take the suspect into custody 
without comprising the teams mission and personal safety. 

Training/Compliance:

All members of the Special Enforcement Detail attend a P.O.S.T. mandatory forty (40) hour basic rifle 
school prior to being issued a Daniel Defense M4 rifle. Additionally, members of SED will attend an 
eighty (80) hour P.O.S.T. SWAT School prior to deploying into a tactical event with the rifle. 
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SED conducts weapons specific training on a weekly basis, has team weapons qualifications every 
calendar quarter and department qualifications bi-annually. 

 SEEKINS SP-10M

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes a variety of firearms dependent on the situation, environment, 
and capabilities of the firearm.  The Sheriff’s Office utilizes the Seekins SP-10M .308 caliber rifle as a 
primary precision rifle.  This rifle is semi-automatic and equipped with a magnified optic.  The Seekins 
SP-10M was designed to be an extremely accurate rifle capable of precise short and long range firing 
solutions.  These rifles are hand built on an AR-10 platform to detailed specifications allowing for 
consistency and accuracy.  This platform is similar to an AR-15/ M4 platform which allows for operator 
familiarity.  The SP-10M’s semi-automatic capability allows for faster acquisition and follow up 
observation or follow up firing solutions which enables officers to ensure the safety of citizens and 
victims.

The Seekins SP-10M is deployed by specifically trained snipers/ observers among the Special 
Enforcement Detail for high risk incidents, to include, but not limited to; high risk search warrant service, 
open area or rural operations, and hostage rescue.  Specified officers train with these firearms 
constantly.  There are other similar firearms available, however, after rigorous testing by SED officers, it 
was determined the Seekins SP-10M best fit the needs of the officers and maintained a reliable and 
familiar platform.  The .308 caliber is a higher caliber ammunition than “normal” duty use ammunition 
with greater accuracy and precision. (see .308 caliber ammunition)

Frequency of Use:

Seekins SP-10M/ Training:  Once per month (approximately 60-100 rounds per month).

Seekins Sp-10M/ Deployment:  Fifteen (15) to twenty (20) times per year.

Justification:

The Seekins Sp-10M is a new rifle to SED.  The rifle has been deployed by SED sniper/ observers 
approximately eight (8) times since its adoption in 2021.  Previous iterations of sniper rifles have been 
deployed by SED sniper/ observers numerous times to assist in observation or to provide firing solutions 
during critical incidents when no other means/ resources were available or as necessary.  Additionally, 
the long range capabilities of the rifle allow for law enforcement personnel to retain a large standoff 
distance from a dangerous suspect, thereby increasing officer safety. There are multiple examples of the 
effective utilization of the Seekins Sp-10M rifle within our agency -- here are a few:

 Officers responded to an altercation at a residence.  Upon arrival, the subject fired a gun and 
barricaded inside.  The subject later exited with a gun to a second subject’s (hostage) head.  SED 
responded and deployed sniper/ observers with the Seekins SP-10M to nearby rooftops to gain 
positions of observation.
  

 During a high speed pursuit of a wanted subject, the subject “high-centered” his vehicle on a 
center divide of a residential/ business roadway.  The subject was considered dangerous.  
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Sniper/ observers were deployed with the Seekins SP-10M to elevated positions to observe the 
subject.  Sniper/ observers also covered team movements and provided scene security. 

 
 SED officers responded to a shooting that had just occurred where with the suspect had shot his 

mother and at responding officers.  SED sniper/ observers deployed to positions of observation, 
providing security for officers on scene.

 SED officers deployed the Seekins SP-10M during dignitary protection assignments to assist 
federal agencies with scene/ site security.

 Sig Sauer 716G2

The Sheriff’s Office utilizes the Sig Sauer 716G2 rifle at the Folsom Dam facility. This facility is under a 
service contract with the federal Bureau of Reclamation. This contract stipulates officers shall have the 
capability to deploy .308 caliber precision rifles. Additionally, this facility is considered a potential target 
for a terror attack and is located on a large plot of land, creating the possibility of the need for long-
range engagement.

The Sig Sauer 716G2 rifles are used in conjunction with Hornady TAP ELD- Match 168 Grain AR Sniper 
.308 Duty Ammunition (47). 

Frequency of Use:

Sig Sauer 716G2: 0-10 times per year

Justification:

The Sig Sauer 716G2 was chosen for its ability to serve as a precision rifle in a similar role as the SEEKINS 
SP-10M (45), and at the same time fill a similar role to a standard-issue patrol rifle should such a need 
arise. In this way, it would eliminate the need for staff issued a Sig Sauer 716G2 to carry two rifles, one 
for precision use and one for all other appropriate applications. The need for officers issued a Sig Sauer 
716G2 to have access to a precision rifle stems from their assignment to a facility tasked with 
maintaining such a capability per federal contract, and to aid in their response to a potential terror 
attack. Additionally, the long range capabilities of the rifle allow for law enforcement personnel to retain 
a large standoff distance from a dangerous suspect, thereby increasing officer safety.

 Speer Gold Dot Soft Point .223 Caliber 55 Grain Rifle Round
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The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes the above round for all standard-issue rifles, as well as the 
Daniel Defense DDM4 (44) and Colt LE6946CQB (43).

Frequency of Use: 

Daily – Assigned to all personnel in Field Services as departmentally approved duty ammunition.

Justification:

Law enforcement is tasked with responding to dangerous events which may require an armed response. 
In certain circumstances, it may become necessary for an officer to discharge their firearm in the course 
of duty. In these situations, officers equipped with rifles are able to place rounds accurately. This results 
in an increase in safety for the public and officers.

Speer Gold Dot Soft Point .223 Caliber 55 Grain Rifle Rounds were selected to be used in conjunction 
with the rifle utilized by the Sheriff's Office. This is due to several features:

 Consistent ballistic performance: This is necessary to ensure rounds are as unlikely as possible to 
travel all the way through a target and exit out the other side. This can be extremely important 
to public safety when conducting a high-risk operation in a crowded area, such as an active 
shooter response or hostage rescue. It should be noted, that many other common rifle rounds, 
such as the "full metal jacket" ammunition used by the military, are prone to traveling all the 
way through targets, making them generally unsuitable for use by the Sheriff's Office.

 Wide compatibility: This ammunition is compatible with all rifles issued by the Sheriff's Office, 
with the exception of special issue .308 and .50 caliber rifles intended for specialized precision 
utilization.

 Availability: This ammunition is common throughout the industry, and as such is available at 
competitive prices and potentially less subject to supply chain disruptions than some less 
common products.

Although it is always unfortunate when it becomes necessary for an officer to discharge their firearm in 
the course of duty, it is important that in such circumstances, officers are able to resolve the situation 
with minimal risk to the community and to themselves. Being equipped with rifles used in conjunction 
with Speer Gold Dot Soft Point .223 Caliber 55 Grain Rifle Rounds allows officers to respond to these 
situations as safely as possible.

 Hornady TAP ELD- Match 168 Grain AR Sniper  .308 Duty Ammunition

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes a variety of firearm ammunition dependent on the situation, 
environment, and capabilities of the ammunition.  The Sheriff’s Office utilizes the Hornady TAP ELD-
Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition as the primary ammunition for the Seekins SP-10M 
precision rifle.  This ammunition is designed specifically for the AR-10 platform. The resilient tip of the 
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ELD Match bullet aids in reliable feed and function, and the propellant is specifically tailored to 
efficiently operate in the AR-10. The 168 gr. ELD- Match bullet with Heat Shield tip delivers excellent 
terminal performance, limiting over penetration.  Hornady TAP Precision features a resilient, heat 
resistant polymer tip that improves the ballistic coefficient, resulting in higher impact velocities, less 
drop, less wind drift, and more energy on target, making it extremely accurate and reliable.  This specific 
ammunition has a pinned primer that prevents the primer from “blowing back” into the chamber and 
causing failures in the firearm.  SED sniper/ observers rigorously tested several brands of ammunition 
and determined the Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition to the best 
ammunitions to fit their needs and performance with the Seekins SP-10M.

The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR ammunitions is deployed by SED sniper/ observers in 
conjunction with Seekins SP-10M.  This round is a match grade ammunition cable of extreme accuracy 
over short and long range distances ensuring the safety of citizens and victims.

Frequency of Use:

Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition / Training:  Once per month 
(approximately 60-100 rounds per month per operator).

Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition / Deployment:  With every Seekins 
SP10-M deployment- Fifteen (15) to twenty (20) times per year.

Justification:

The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition is utilized in conjunction with 
the Seekins SP-10M precision rifle.  Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition 
has been deployed by SED sniper/ observers times to assist in observation or to provide firing solutions 
during critical incidents when no other means/ resources were available or as necessary.  There are 
multiple examples of this, here are a few:

 Officers responded to an altercation at a residence.  Upon arrival, the subject fired a gun and 
barricaded inside.  The subject later exited with a gun to a second subject’s (hostage) head.  SED 
responded and deployed sniper/ observers with the Seekins SP-10M to nearby rooftops to gain 
positions of observation.  The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle 
ammunition may have been utilized in a firing solution to save the hostage from the armed 
subject if it was determined necessary.

 During a high speed pursuit of a wanted subject, the subject “high-centered” his vehicle on a 
center divide of a residential/ business roadway.  The subject was considered dangerous.  
Sniper/ observers were deployed with the Seekins SP-10M to elevated positions to observe the 
subject.  Sniper/ observers also covered team movements and provided scene security.  The 
Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle ammunition may have been utilized in a 
firing solution to save, protect, or prevent injury to officers by the subject if it was determined 
necessary.



                                                                                                                                                                Attachment 4

 SED officers responded to a shooting that had just occurred where with the suspect had shot his 
mother and at responding officers.  SED sniper/ observers deployed to positions of observation, 
providing security for officers on scene. The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber 
rifle ammunition may have been utilized in a firing solution to save, protect, or prevent injury to 
officers by the subject if it was determined necessary.

 SED officers deployed the Seekins SP-10M during dignitary protection assignments to assist 
federal agencies with scene/ site security.  The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 
caliber rifle ammunition may have been utilized in a firing solution to save, protect, or prevent 
injury to the dignitary if it was determined necessary.

 Hornady TAP ELD- Match 168 Grain Heavy Barrier Sniper  .308 Duty Ammunition

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes a variety of firearm ammunition dependent on the situation, 
environment, and capabilities of the ammunition.  The Sheriff’s Office utilizes the Hornady TAP ELD-
Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle ammunition as ammunition for the Seekins SP-10M 
precision rifle.  This ammunition is designed specifically for the AR-10 platform. TAP Heavy Barrier is 
loaded with a GMX TAP Heavy Barrier monolithic copper alloy bullet, it shoots cleaner than pure copper, 
fouls less and delivers excellent terminal performance. The GMX bullet penetrates heavy barriers such 
as 1-inch laminated glass with exceptional weight retention while still delivering superior terminal 
performance. This specific ammunition has a pinned primer that prevents the primer from “blowing 
back” into the chamber and causing failures in the firearm.  SED sniper/ observers rigorously tested 
several brands of ammunition and determined the Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 
caliber rifle ammunition to the best ammunitions to fit their needs and performance with the Seekins 
SP-10M.

Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle ammunition is deployed by SED 
sniper/ observers in conjunction with Seekins SP-10M.  This round is a match grade ammunition cable of 
extreme accuracy over short and long range distances ensuring the safety of citizens and victims.  This 
ammunition may be utilized to penetrate lighter barriers, such as; laminated glass, siding, heavy duty 
windshields, smaller vehicle engine blocks, and natural barriers.

Frequency of Use:

Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle ammunition / Training:  Once per 
quarter (approximately 60-100 rounds per month per operator).

Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle ammunition / Deployment:  SED 
sniper/ observers carry a specific magazine of ten (10) rounds in a pack or other means on every 
deployment.

Justification:

Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle ammunition is utilized in conjunction 
with the Seekins SP-10M precision rifle.  Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain AR .308 caliber rifle 
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ammunition has been deployed by SED sniper/ observers times to assist in observation or to provide 
firing solutions during critical incidents when no other means/ resources were available or as necessary.  
There are multiple examples of this, here are a few:

 Officers responded to an altercation at a residence.  Upon arrival, the subject fired a gun and 
barricaded inside.  The subject later exited with a gun to a second subject’s (hostage) head.  SED 
responded and deployed sniper/ observers with the Seekins SP-10M to nearby rooftops to gain 
positions of observation.  The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle 
ammunition may have been utilized in a firing solution to save the hostage from the armed 
subject if it was determined necessary.

 During a high speed pursuit of a wanted subject, the subject “high-centered” his vehicle on a 
center divide of a residential/ business roadway.  The subject was considered dangerous.  
Sniper/ observers were deployed with the Seekins SP-10M to elevated positions to observe the 
subject.  Sniper/ observers also covered team movements and provided scene security.  The 
Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier .308 caliber rifle ammunition may have been 
utilized in a firing solution to save, protect, or prevent injury to officers by the subject if it was 
determined necessary.

 SED officers responded to a shooting that had just occurred where with the suspect had shot his 
mother and at responding officers.  SED sniper/ observers deployed to positions of observation, 
providing security for officers on scene. The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier 
.308 caliber rifle ammunition may have been utilized in a firing solution to save, protect, or 
prevent injury to officers by the subject if it was determined necessary.

 SED officers deployed the Seekins SP-10M during dignitary protection assignments to assist 
federal agencies with scene/ site security.  The Hornady TAP ELD-Match 168 grain Heavy Barrier 
.308 caliber rifle ammunition may have been utilized in a firing solution to save, protect, or 
prevent injury to the dignitary if it was determined necessary.

 Combined Systems LC5 Launching Cups
 CTS 7290M Mini Flash-Bang (Diversionary Device)
 CTS Pyro CS Grenade - Baffled (Model 5230B)
 CTS Pyro CS Grenade (Model 5230)
 CTS Pyro CS Grenade (Model 8230)
 CTS OC Vapor Aerosol Grenade (Model 6340)
 CTS CS Vapor Aerosol Grenade (Model 6330)
 CTS OC/CS Vapor Aerosol Grenade (Model 6343)
 CTS CS Expulsion Grenade (Model 5430)
 CTS OC Expulsion Grenade (Model 5440)
 CTS CS Jet-Lite Rubber Handball Grenade (Model 9230)
 Defense Technology CS Han-ball Grenade (Model 1092)
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 Defense Technology CS Barricade Penetrator (Model 2262)
 Defense Technology First Defense 1.3% MK-9 Fogger OC Aerosol (Model 43953)
 Defense Technology First Defense 1.3% MK-9 Stream OC Aerosol (Model 56895)
 CTS Sting-Ball Grenade (Model 9590)
 CTS Sting-Ball Grenade with CS Agent (Model 9593)
 CTS CS Tear-Ball Grenade (Model 9430)
 CTS Triple Phaser CS Smoke Grenade (Model 5231)
 CTS White Smoke Grenade (Model 6210)
 Pepper Ball VKS Launcher
 Pepper Ball VXR Live-X Projectile

Chemical agents, their delivery systems and light sound diversionary devices (commonly referred to as 
flash-bangs) are utilized to de-escalate volatile situations by Sacramento Sheriff Office Deputies. 
Chemical agents as defined by California Penal Code 13652(d)(2): means any chemical that can rapidly 
produce sensory irritation or disabling physical effects in humans, which disappear within a short time 
following termination of exposure. For purposes of this section, the term includes, but is not limited to, 
chloroacetophenone tear gas, commonly known as CN tear gas; 2-chlorobenzalmalononitrile gas, 
commonly known as CS gas; and items commonly referred to as pepper balls, pepper spray, or oleoresin 
capsicum. Under this definition the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office has the capacity to deliver all 
aforementioned chemical agents with the exception of chloroacetophenone (CN). CN is only used for 
training by the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office and in accordance with the California Peace Officers 
Standards and Training (CA POST) requirements. 

The various chemical agents can be delivered in multiple forms which provide a varying degree of effect. 
These range - from most effective in generating a desired effect to least effective - are solid’s which are 
burned, liquids and then powders. The various munitions or delivery systems provide trained Deputies 
the ability to use the chemical agents in the safest manner possible applied to a multitude of situations 
for favorable resolution through the lowest form of force and intrusion as dictated by a suspect(s). 

The Combined Systems LC5 Launching cups are designed to be affixed to the barrel of a shotgun and 
utilize a “blank” round to propel various models of CTS CS and OC grenades. The launching cup allows 
the Deputy using it to have a physical standoff (distance) from the intended target to reduce their 
exposure to potential injury from the suspect(s).

All CTS and Defense Technology “grenades” fall under that definition because they carry a payload 
which is released or delivered into the environment after primary ignition. The “payload” or chemical 
agent contained within the grenade are either ignited or burned, releasing a smoke which carries the 
chemical or they are expelled rapidly from the grenade using CO2 or aerosol as a liquid or powder form. 

The exceptions to this in our inventory are the CTS sting-ball and CTS sting-ball with CS agent. These two 
items detonate and throw out .60 caliber rubber balls from a rubber grenade housing. The sting-ball 
with CS also carries with it a CS powder along with the rubber balls. These two devices are considered 
less lethal, have the same requirements for deployment as flash-bangs with the addition of needing to 
know the suspect(s) is in the location of deployment. 



                                                                                                                                                                Attachment 4

The CTS Ferret 40mm and Defense Technology CS barricade penetrator are both rounds which contain 
liquid CS agent and are designed to break glass and thin house siding after being fired from a 40mm 
launcher. This is to provide Deputies the ability to introduce chemical agents into a building through 
hard materials, at a distance and into areas which may not be otherwise accessible such as an attic 
space.

Smoke grenades are hand thrown grenades which burn a zinc chloride mixture that produces visually 
obscuring smoke. The smoke can be used to determine wind directions for outdoor chemical agent 
introduction, as a carrying mechanism for CS to allow it to stay aloft in the air for a longer period of 
time, as an obscurant to conceal movement, or as a ruse to disperse a crowd without having to use a 
chemical agent.

The Pepper ball VKS launcher is a compressed air gun which functions the same as a paint ball gun. The 
Sheriff’s office uses Pepper ball’s proprietary VXR live-X round because it provides a higher degree of 
accuracy than a standard ball shaped round while also delivering a small amount of powdered OC type 
agent at a much lower velocity than other less lethal munition options.

Light sound diversionary devices (flash-bangs) utilize flash powder to deflagrate, which emits heat, light 
and sound from the device. This is designed to very temporarily overwhelm a human being’s sensory 
system. The fractions of a second which are potentially gained through the use of flash-bangs can 
provide deputies a window of opportunity to achieve resolution in high risk situations.

40mm munitions launchers provide us the capability to deliver less lethal munitions and various forms of 
chemical agents from greater distances and behind ballistically fortified positions to help increase 
safety. The single 40mm launcher is accurate and effective, however it is slow in its ability to deliver 
multiple rounds onto the intended target. The 40mm multiple launcher has the ability to be loaded with 
six (6) rounds and launch those rounds in quick succession if needed.

Frequency of Use:

1 OC fogger deployment within the last year.

12 live cup launcher deployments, 6-10 cup launcher deployments annual for training.

SED members currently instruct the following CA POST certified classes:

o SWAT school 
o Chemical agent instructor
o Less Lethal munitions instructor
o Less Lethal user course
o Diversionary Devices
o Mobile Field Force Grenadier 

Flash bang deployments average 60-100 annually to include incident and training deployments.

Chemical Agent deployments average 8-10 annually for incident deployment, and 20-30 times annually 
for training and CA POST classes.
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Smoke – 4 deployments in last year, all during training

Sting-ball – 4 deployments in last year, all during training.

VKS pepper ball launcher with VXR-live X – 1 deployment in last year during training and instruction of 
Mobile Field Force Grenadier class.

40mm single launcher deployments average 20-30 times annually for incidents and training.

40mm multi launchers averages 1 deployment annually.

Justification: 

The mission of the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office first and foremost is the protection of life. The Sheriff’s 
office also has a duty to the public to resolve critical incidents in a timely manner. Protracted operations 
may require the use of specialized equipment and a collaborative response from various units in the 
office. 

Time: 

Any critical incident will effectively put a strain on the daily functions of patrol and responding to 
citizens’ calls for service. When officers are dealing with a critical incident, all other emergencies that 
citizens may have are often prioritized below the critical incident. During a critical incident, neighbors 
are evacuated from their homes for their safety for several hours, roads are closed and businesses may 
be shut until the incident is resolved. As the incident is prolonged, the county faces a financial burden as 
well. A barricaded subject allowed to stay at residence or business for multiple hours to days, will impact 
the county balance sheet. With the number of critical incidents the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office 
faces, that will put the county in a financial deficit. Chemical agents may be used to ensure that the 
incident is resolved in a timely manner, limiting the financial burden to tax payers as well as the 
deprivation of property to citizens within the vicinity of the incident. 

Safety:

Chemical agents are used to help alleviate the need for officers to use potentially lethal options. In a 
situation where a suspect is shooting at officers and chemical agents are deployed, it may induce a cease 
fire and peaceful resolution to the situation. Cases around the nation have repeatedly proven this to be 
true, as chemical agents are utilized on an almost daily basis nationwide. Without the ability to use 
chemical agents, officers may be forced to enter barricaded residences, thus increasing the likelihood of 
a deadly encounter for either the officer or suspect. 

Studies related to the safety of chemical agents have shown them to be very safe to those who are 
exposed to the agent, with only short-term discomfort being the byproduct of their use. Nationwide, 
only one documented fatality has occurred due to the use of chemical agents, due in part to a residence 
not properly being decontaminated prior to being re-inhabited by a solo female occupant in Mississippi 
in 2012. In order to prevent similar incidents from occurring, specific training practices and post-
exposure policies have been established in much of the nation, across the State of California, and within 
our own agency. In addition to enhanced training, personnel deploying chemical agents must utilize a 
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calculation formula (LCT 50) to provide a safe, yet effective, dose of agent into a structure based upon 
its dimensions. 

Past Use: 

 In 2021 Deputies used chemical agent with a combination of other specialized equipment to 
remove a barricaded suspect armed with a crossbow and firearm, threatening to shoot officers. 
The suspect had a gas mask to defeat the chemical agents which were introduced into his 
residence. The suspect was barricaded for over 20 hours and required other agencies to assist 
due to the length of the incident. Ultimately, multiple flashbangs in rapid succession were 
utilized to create a distraction so deputies could make entry into the room the suspect was 
barricaded in and effect an arrest without the use of lethal force. The suspect at the time of 
arrest had a handgun (which turned out to be a pellet gun) and a crossbow in close proximity.  

 In 2020 Deputies responded to a call for service where a suspect was threatening his neighbors 
and destroying property. The suspect barricaded in the house and armed himself with a deadly 
weapon.  After hours of negotiation, the suspect became increasingly agitated. A chemical agent 
plan of action was implemented and quickly rendered the suspect incapacitated for deputies to 
effect a safe arrest of the suspect. The suspect rapidly recovered to full health once safely 
escorted by deputies to fresh air.

 In 2019 Deputies responded to a call for service where the suspect had beaten his mother to the 
point where he had broken numerous bones. The suspect stole a firearm and barricaded in a 
shed. During the encounter, the suspect pointed a firearm in a general direction where deputies 
were located. Deputies from another area verbally ordered him to drop the clearly visible gun. 
The suspect immediately stopped pointing the gun at anyone and retreated back into a shed 
where he barricaded himself. After hours of failed communication with the suspect, chemical 
agents were introduced into the shed. The suspect rapidly fled the chemical environment to 
deputies and was taken into custody without injury. 

Training:

The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office has identified deputies responsible for being subject matter 
experts in the deployment of chemical agents.  The subject matter experts teach a chemical agent 
instructor course as well as “SWAT School” bi-annually. Officers responsible for being subject matter 
experts themselves are exposed to the chemical agent quarterly at the minimum, to demonstrate the 
safety of the agent as well as proper decontamination. Every member responsible for deploying 
chemical agents has been instructed on the proper use and handling in a CA POST certified capacity. 

Conclusion:

The loss of chemical agents will lead to a greater risk to officer safety and greater risk to the public. 
While the use of chemical agents poses a very low risk to suspects engaging in criminal activity, the 
benefit is colossal to a peaceful resolution of tactical events. Frankly speaking, law enforcement does 
not have an incapacitating tool with a wide margin of safety, to use over a varying distances other than 
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chemical agents.  In a world where officers are required to respond to everything from armed hostage 
situations and domestic terrorism to felony assaults, chemical agents are invaluable. 

 LRAD Long Range Acoustical Device D100X

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes two (2) types of LRAD.  The Special Enforcement Detail utilizes 
the LRAD 100X BLK-Mag. The LRAD is a Long Range Acoustical Device capable of broadcasting up to 600 
meters away.  It has a high intensity directional acoustical array for long range, hailing, notification, and 
a distinctive warning tone. The LRAD is primarily used as a communication device during a critical 
incident, high risk search warrant service, or to broadcast public announcements.  The LRAD may also be 
used to issue dispersal orders during crowd and riot control situations or to address the public in the 
event of emergencies, natural disasters, evacuations and police incidents (missing persons, perimeters 
for wanted suspects/ K9 deployments, etc.) 

Frequency of Use:

The LRAD 100X BLK-Mag/ Training: quarterly

The LRAD 100X BLK-Mag/ Deployment: Weekly

Justification:

The LRAD 100X BLK-Mag is used weekly by the Special Enforcement Detail and trained negotiators 
during high risk search warrant services and other critical incidents.  The LRAD is utilized as a 
communication device to give directions, announce law enforcement intent, and safely resolve incidents 
at the lowest level possible.  The LRAD provides law enforcement with a loud, clear, audio warning 
device that may be used under numerous instances related to public safety.

The LRAD is utilized as a communications device only, and it is used in situations in which a normal PA 
system would be ineffective to provide warnings, instructions, or requests to suspect(s) and/or civilians 
within an emergency area. 

 American Tech LRAD 1000X

These large LRAD devices are mounted atop Folsom Dam. They are used by Folsom Dam Bureau law 
enforcement personnel to communicate with boaters on the lake and visitors on the shore, per the 
contract between the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office and the Bureau of Reclamation.

Frequency of Use:

One (1) to two (2) times per week.

Justification:
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The LRAD is utilized as a communication device to give directions, announce law enforcement intent, 
and safely resolve incidents at the lowest level possible.  The LRAD provides law enforcement with a 
loud, clear, audio warning device that may be used under numerous instances related to public safety.  
Instances that may warrant the use of the LRAD at Folsom Dam may be to warn boaters that they are 
approaching an exclusionary area, such as near the Folsom Dam water gates.

 CTS Ferret 40 MM Liquid Barricade Penetrator Round, CS (Model 4330)
 Remington 870 Less Lethal Shotgun
 Less Lethal Shotgun Ammunition (Beanbag)
 40 MM Single Launchers
 40 MM Multi-Launchers
 Less Lethal 40MM Ammunition (Multi-Launcher)

The Sacramento Sheriff’s Office utilizes certain equipment to, when justified and reasonable, apply less 
than lethal force.

Less lethal launchers are intended for a wide variety of situations. Commonly for patrol officers, they 
may be used when attempting to contain or apprehend a dangerous person who would pose a greater 
risk to officers from a closer distance. 

One possible example of a common situation appropriate for the use of a less lethal launcher might be 
in dealing with a person who is armed with a blade or impact weapon, and causing a threat to public 
safety necessitating their apprehension. Officers in this situation, without access to a less lethal 
launcher, might be faced with the necessity to use a higher level of force when the use of a less lethal 
launcher might have prevented the situation from escalating further.  

The 40MM Single Launcher was originally put into service because, at the time, it was considered the 
industry standard for Less Lethal devices. When used in conjunction with Less Lethal 40MM Ammunition 
(Multi-Launcher), it provides a reliable means to apply less-lethal force at distance. Additionally, when 
used in conjunction with CTS Ferret 40 MM Liquid Barricade Penetrator Round, CS (Model 4330), it 
provides specially trained officers the means to precisely administer chemical irritants from a safe 
distance. 

The 40MM Multi-Launcher provides the same capabilities as the 40MM Single Launcher. However, the 
40MM Multi-Launcher allows for additional projectiles to be launched before the officer must stop to 
reload. In dangerous and dynamic situations, this can be of great importance.

The Remington 870 Less Lethal Shotgun is the most common equipment intended to provide less lethal 
force at distance employed by the Sheriff’s Office. The Sheriff’s Office was able to convert its preexisting 
inventory of standard “lethal” shotguns into less lethal configurations. They provide a cost-effective 
method to widely field reliable less-lethal devices. When used in conjunction with Less Lethal Shotgun 
Ammunition (Beanbag), they deliver similar results to 40MM Single Launchers and 40MM Multi-
Launchers.
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Frequency of Use:

Remington 870 Less Lethal Shotgun: Daily

Less Lethal Shotgun Ammunition (Beanbag): Daily

40MM Single Launchers: 100-200 times per year

40MM Multi Launchers: 50-100 times per year

Less Lethal 40MM Ammunition: 150-300 times per year

CTS Ferret 40 MM Liquid Barricade Penetrator Round, CS (Model 4330) 50-100 times per year

Justification:

The Remington 870 Less Lethal Shotgun is the Sheriff’s Office’s primary less lethal launcher. In many 
situations, officers rely on less lethal launchers to avoid the necessity to use lethal force. Less lethal 
launchers provide officers the means to deal with dangerous situations without having to close the 
distance with potentially armed or combative people. They can be used from greater, and thus safer, 
distances than other less lethal devices, such as Tasers or other conducted energy devices. Because they 
can be used from a distance, it creates less likelihood for the person causing the potential danger to get 
close enough to harm officers. In turn, this decreases the likelihood that officers will come under such 
threat and it becomes less likely it will be necessary for officers to use greater levels of force. In this way, 
these less lethal launchers, and their associated ammunition, fill a critical role in the tactical de-
escalation process that other equipment would not be able to fulfill. 

In the case of the CTS Ferret 40 MM Liquid Barricade Penetrator Round, CS (Model 4330) 
used in conjunction with the 40MM Single Launcher and/or 40MM Multi-Launcher, provide a different, 
but related, aspect of tactical de-escalation. When dealing with certain situations, such as when a 
potentially dangerous person barricades themselves inside of a structure and refuses to exit, officers 
should make every effort to avoid having to enter that structure and forcibly remove the person. Should 
allowing time and communicating with that person prove ineffective, this specialized equipment 
provides an alternative that is safer than sending officers into the structure, thereby endangering the 
community, barricaded person, and officers. A specially trained officer can use this equipment from a 
safe distance to precisely administer chemical irritants into that structure to further attempt to convince 
the subject to exit. 


